A Brief History of Cairncastle Lodge No 778 I.C. and it’s Warrant.
In the year 2007, I had the opportunity to present a brief overview of the
history of the Warrant of St John’s Masonic Lodge No 788, Cairncastle, as a
part of its Bi-centenary celebrations. The Cairncastle story began in the year
1807, when a number of Masonic Brethren in the district applied to Bro
Alexander Seton, Deputy Grand Secretary of the Grand East of Ulster and
were issued with Warrant number 788, which had previously been issued by
the Grand Lodge of Ireland in the year 1793 to hold a Lodge in the 44th
East Essex Foot. So before embarking on the Cairncastle section of the
history, we will have a quick look at the relevant history of the 44th Foot.

Uniform of a Private of the 44th Regiment.

In the 44th East Essex Regiment of Foot, the original Grantees were Bros
John Whittingham, William Duffey and John Batty, and their Warrant was
issued on the 1st August 1793. This was a busy year for the regiment, arising
from the Declaration of War on Britain by revolutionary France. As a result
its flanking companies were sent to the West Indies where they participated
in the seizure of Guadeloupe, and the battalion companies served in the
Lowlands, where they were brigaded under Sir Arthur Wellesley in his first
experience of active warfare.
Following tours of the West Indies and the Mediterranean, the regiment was
selected for inclusion in General Abercrombie’s expedition to Egypt in
1801. As a result of its bravery in the field, fighting ability and sheer
determination the 44th won its first battle honour in Egypt, when it was
given the right to put the figure of a Sphinx on its colours over the word
“Egypt”.

Cap badge of the 44th Foot.
The regiment served with great distinction throughout the remainder of the
Napoleonic Wars including the Peninsula campaign, although, by that time
its numbers were seriously reduced down to 42 officers and men. At the
battle of Salamanca Lt William Pearce, of the 44th Regiment captured the
Eagle Standard of the French 62nd Infantry Regiment. However by that
stage in its history, the regimental Lodge had ceased to operate, probably
due to the death, capture or otherwise of the bulk of its membership and
Grand Lodge had recorded the Lodge Warrant as returned.

The Eagle of the 62nd Captured at Salamanca.

The Regiment suffered heavy casualties at both the battle of Quatre Bras and
at Waterloo itself, where it lost some 195 officers and men. It was
particularly hard pressed at Quatre Bras on the 16th June 1815 when Ensign
Christie, despite receiving serious injuries, distinguished himself, by saving
the Regimental colours in the face of sustained attack by the French hussars.

Saving the colours at Quatre Bras.

Now Brethren, I can already see some signs of confusion with the contents
of these opening paragraphs as some of you wonder who was Alexander
Seton, what was the Grand East of Ulster and where does the 44 th Foot fit
into the story of Cairncastle. I will now attempt to fill in these blanks before
proceeding further with our tale.
In the Irish Constitution, at the latter half of the Eighteenth century, the
Craft was administered from its headquarters in Dublin, mainly by a paid
official known as the Deputy Grand Secretary. That, of course, is not to
disparage the role of Grand Secretary or Grand Treasurer who headed up
their offices much as today, but when it came to day to day matters, the
Deputy Grand Secretary operated on a delegated basis on behalf of these two
senior officers. These duties included the receipt of correspondence and dues
from the Lodges, recording of Grand Lodge Minutes, drafting letters and
replies to the Lodges and other external bodies and the issue of new
Warrants. For this work the Deputy Grand Secretary was entitled to a fixed
fee and a percentage of the monies paid for the preparation and issue of new
Warrants.
This system worked well until the appointment of Bro Alexander Seton,
Barrister at Law, who took up the post in the year 1797. Seton quickly
discovered that when Lodges ceased working, they on occasions returned
their Warrants to Dublin, where heretofore these defunct documents were
dispatched to the open fire in the Grand Lodge office, after their return was
duly noted. Seton, a Tyrone man by birth, quickly realised that there was an
opportunity to increase his percentage of the fees on the issue of new
Warrants, by recycling some of these old defunct Warrants and pocketing
the entire payment from the new Lodge, and this he duly did. This was one
of a number of financial scams implemented by him at that time.
However the Grand Treasurer of the time, a Bro Boardman, identified a drop
off in revenue, and although he could not prove anything initially, he
mooted, in Grand Lodge that a separate and new post of Deputy Grand
Treasurer should be brought into being, to provide the necessary full time
checks and balances on Bro Seton’s activities. Needless to say, Bro Seton
was not best pleased, and in fact he was so incensed that on one famous
occasion in 1803, he attacked the Grand Treasurer with a horsewhip in the
body of the Grand Lodge room.

This was the period in our history, when attempted were being made to
regulate the Higher Degrees, with the formation of a Supreme Grand
Chapter and a new ruling body for the High Knights Templar degrees.
However the Brethren at large, most notably the Northern Brethren were not
in favour of more ( and in their view ) un-necessary tiers of management
being imposed on the Order at large, as they, the Brethren, were quite
content to continue working under the authority of their Blue Lodge
Warrants.
Seton was not slow, to see the opportunities offered as a result of this
dissatisfaction with the Grand Lodge proposals, and by offering Offices to a
number of aristocratic Ulster Brethren, succeeded in breaking away from
Grand Lodge in Dublin, and forming a new ruling Grand Lodge which came
to be known as “The Grand East of Ulster”. Many Northern Lodges,
including Cairncastle were initially tricked into giving their allegiance to
“The Grand East of Ulster”, for a short time, but it very quickly became
clear that the true Grand Lodge was in fact based in Dublin under the
capable control of the Earl of Donoughmore.
By the year 1814, the Grand East was no more and slowly but surely Grand
Lodge had encouraged most of the breakaway Ulster Lodges to return to the
fold, including the Brethren of Cairncastle. Today, we can see on the wall
the reissued Grand Lodge Warrant issued by the Duke of Leinster, Grand
Master, to replace the earlier Seton Grand East document. You may well be
interested to learn that there is a note in the Grand Lodge Register, under No
788 to the effect that “ A Seton issued a Warrant to Cairncastle on the 1st
October 1807, which was given up and a legal Warrant issued on the 1st
September 1814”.
Some twenty Brethren subscribed for the original Warrant in 1807 and a list
of their names has been recorded on the first page of the first surviving
Minute book covering the period 1811-1820. Many of these family names
are still associated with the Lodge, and as a matter of record we attach a list
of same for posterity:John McKee ( First Master 1807, 1811 & 1814 ).
Robert Hunter ( Master 1808 ).
William McCloy ( Master 1809 ).
Robert Steele ( Master 1810 ). Thomas Lough ( Master 1812 ).
Andrew Taylor ( Master 1814 ).
John Brannon.
Robert Beggs.
John Caldwell.

John Dale.
Hugh Donaldson.
James Hillson.
John McAlay.
Samuel Mccloy.
James Robinson.
Alex Hunter ( Master 1813 ).

Dan Dale.
Henry Hamill.
Charles Hunter.
Patrick McCallion.
Charles McKee.
Patrick McKee ( Master 1812 ).

Interestingly, it would appear from surviving records that in Cairncastle, the
Master served for a full twelve month period, and not from John’s Day to
John’s Day, as was the more usual Irish custom. Indeed only in the year
1812, do we find two Master’s recorded as serving in that particular year.
However for those wishing to study the register of Master’s more closely, I
would point them towards the three magnificent illuminated Master’s Rolls
which are hanging on the walls in the Hall, and which are worthy of further
inspection.

List of Past Masters 1810 – 1942.

The first surviving Minute for a meeting held on the 1st March 1811 is short
and succinct recording :“ Being a regular Lodge Night when John Hall received the degree of a
Master Mason and the same night John Walker was duly balloted for and
expedited and received the Entered Apprentise and Fellowcraft. Lodge
closed in Due Form”.
I’m sure you’ll agree that the Cairncastle Brethren certainly had a busy night
on the 1st March with a full evenings activities.
As you look around the Lodge room today, you may well be surprised to
learn that the Brethren still use a surprising number of items which have
survived from the inception of the Lodge. We have already referred to the
original Grand Lodge Warrant which is mounted in the original Walking
frame or Warrant case. This is the frame that was carried in front of the
Master, when he led his Lodge on Church parade on one of the two St
John’s days festivals. It is a beautiful piece of workmanship with a painted
representation of St John, bearing a flaming torch with the motto St John’s
Lodge No 788 Carn Castle.

Cairncastle Grand Lodge Warrant in Walking Frame.

Then we have the two original Deacons wands, spear like with the faded
remains of the original St Patrick’s blue ribbon attached at the heads of
same. Here too you will find recorded the Lodge number 788, for many
years the only way of differentiating Irish Masonic Lodges. Then we have
the chairs of the three principal Officers bearing the Lodge number, and in
the Master’s case, his symbol of office. Finally on the external wall is the
surviving plaque, which commemorates the erection of the original 1813
Lodge room, prior to the development of these excellent facilities that we
meet in today.

1813 Foundation Stone Reset on the New Hall.
Freemasonry, two hundred years ago was very different to the Lodge
meetings of today. Our Brethren in Cairncastle were very lucky to have
acquired their own dedicated meeting place so early in their history, which
possibly explains why so much of their history has survived. There is a
nearly complete set of Minutes extant and these have been extensively used
to provide most of the detail for this paper. Indeed it is from this record that
we learn of the existence of a Grand Assembly and Encampment associated

with this Lodge which met on Quarterly Nights for the working of Royal
Arch and High Knight Templar degrees.
One of the earliest surviving minutes from the 14th May 1811 alludes to just
such a meeting :“ Being Quarterly Night when this Grand Encampment of Night Templars
met and John McKee, Samuel Dale, John Agnew, and Patrick McCallin
received the Sublime Degree of Night Templars, this Grand Encampment
closed in Due Form.
Being Regular quarterly Night when Pat McKee, John Walker, William
Shaw and John Dale Passed the Chair, received Excellent and Super
Excellent and the Sublime Degree of a Royal Arch Mason. This Grand
Assembly closed in Due Form”.
For those ritually inclined, I would take you back to my earlier note on the
attempt to create separate Grand Bodies in 1805 to regulate the Higher
Degrees. These attempts failed at that time and it would not be until 1829
that a separate ruling body – Supreme Grand Chapter – came into being to
take charge of the Royal Arch Workings. Similarly it would be 1836 before
Great Priory took control of the Templar degrees. So at the time of this
minute, all degrees were quite lawfully operated under the sole authority of a
Grand Lodge ( or Blue ) Warrant. It is particularly interesting to note the
names used to describe these super numerary bodies. In the case of Royal
Arch working the body was known as a Grand Assembly and for Templar
workings it was known as a Grand Encampment.
Even the term “Quarterly Night” takes us back to a time when travel at
night was not easy, so Lodges tended to hold back their late meetings to a
night when the full moon was shining, making it easier for the Brethren to
see their way home as they walked from the hall to their individual homes.
Even today, a number of moon Lodges still survive with the dates of their
meeting being dictated by the dates when the Moon is full. Cairncastle is one
such Lodge which still preserves this very old Irish Masonic tradition.
From the Minutes we learn that in 1819 - 20 a subscription list was opened
amongst the Lodge Members to raise funds for the upkeep of the Lodge
rooms. At that time some 72 Members made donations ranging from five
shillings to five pounds. It is also at this time that we find surviving records

of the existence of a Lodge Committee which dealt out punishments, where
applicable for breaches of the original byelaws.

On the topic of Byelaws, the Brethren of Cairncastle recorded their “Rules
and Regulations” at the start of the Minute Book for the years 1845-63. and
I will quote just a couple of these to give you a flavour of Lodge byelaws at
that time.
Rule 2nd – That every member shall meet at our Lodge-room on every
Friday evening on or before Full Moon from the 1st March to
the 1st October at 7.30PM and from the 1st October to the 1st
March at 6.30PM every year. Every member neglecting to attend
to the above hour to be fined 6d.
Rule 3rd – That every member shall come to the Lodge in a proper manner
and not in a state of intoxication so as to interrupt the harmony
of the Lodge; if so for the first offence he shall be fined at the
discretion of the Master and the Brethren present in a sum not

exceeding 2/6.
Rule 4th – No Brother shall use irritating or disrespectful language to each
or any Brother or address one another by any name but Brother
during Lodge hours, nor is any Brother to use blasphemous,
profane or immoral language in the Lodge, if so he shall be
fined by the Master and majority of the members present.
Rule 5th – That every member shall attend the setting night before St
John’s Day in order to elect Officers for the ensuing twelve
months and paying off fines and dues, those who neglect so to
do cannot be considered members unless satisfactory reasons
being given.
Rule 6th – That every member not minding to keep order when it is called
by the Master and Wardens of the Lodge : for the first offence to
be fined one penny; second offence the same night to be fined
two pence etc”.
So as you can see Brethren, they ran a tight ship in Cairncastle, and as
records show, they were not afraid to impose the sanctions that all had
previously agreed to. We have previously alluded to the tradition of walking
to Church on St John’s day, and it may be worth emphasising the
commitment of our country Brethren to this old and hallowed tradition. The
two St John’s Days were central to Craft activities in the Eighteenth and
early Nineteenth centuries. On the morning of St John’s Day the Lodge met,
installed its new Master and Officers and then formed up as a body and
marched off to attend the local Church Service. Now Brethren you must bear
in mind that there were no Ulster Buses at that time and the only way to
Church was by Shanks Mare ( Walking ). In the case of Cairncastle, we have
records of the Lodge attending Church services in the Meeting House of
Ballycarry in 1812; The Presbyterian Meeting House in Carrickfergus in
1819 and Larne in 1820 when the Rev James Cochrane gave an impressive
and appropriate sermon on Brotherly Love, loyalty and Piety, based on his
sermon from Hebrews chapter three verse 1.
Then, of course, once the service was over, the Brethren formed up again
into their various Lodges and made their way homewards, where the Lodge
re-convened and held a celebratory dinner with light refreshments. I know

that a number of you present here are active in their your District Charity
Committees, and I have no hesitation in saying, that today, we would be
hard pushed to get Brethren to walk from one side of a car-park to the other,
never mind a twenty mile round trip from Cairncastle to Carrickfergus to
attend a Johns Day service. Indeed, such a commemorative event may well
be worthy of consideration, as a means of seeking sponsorship, to raise
additional funds for our 2008 Grand Masters festival. I will just leave that
thought hanging for wiser heads to consider.
Returning to the Cairncastle Minutes, we note that even in the year 1862 the
Minutes were still succinct, for example the Minutes for 3rd October 1862
read as follows :“ Being a regular Lodge night when Bro William McNeill was initiated.
The Lodge closed in due form. – Signed Wm McAulay Secretary”.
I assume that this is the same William McAulay, whose name appears on an
old printed certificate issued by Cairncastle as follows :“The Light shineth in Darkness and the Darkness comprehendeth it not.”
Carncastle Royal Blue Masonic Lodge No 788
We, the Master and Wardens of Carncastle Royal Blue Masonic Lodge No
788, dedicated to God and erected to the memory of the Holy St John do
hereby certify that our well beloved Brother and cemented friend, William
McAulay was legally and Duly Iinitiated, Advanced, and afterwards
Raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason etc etc etc.”
This particular certificate is fascinating for a number of reasons including
the use of “Royal Blue” in the name and the fact that the Lodge went to the
expense of producing a single named certificate, which could only be
issued to the one Brother – ie the Brother named thereon. When another
Brother was due to receive his certificate, it would have to be changed and
reprinted with the new name thereon. There is an interesting cluster of
symbols at the head of the certificate including an Alter located on a
platform at the top of three steps, Pillars on either side with a “Glory” in the
background. In the foreground are the Compasses and Square in the Third
Degree position and on either side is the Beehive of Industry and what
appears to be the figures of the Three Grand Masters. At the bottom of the
certificate space is left for the Lodge seal and the signatures of the WM;
SW; JW and Secretary.

Example of the Original
1814 Lodge Seal.
The old seal was in the shape of a Vesica
Pisca bearing a hand dexter holding a trowel.
The hand is located at the top of three steps
being the letters E ( Entered Apprentice ); F
( Fellowcraft ); M ( Master Mason);
respectively on each of the steps. On either
side are the columns and underneath are the
Chipping Maul, Square and Twenty Four inch
guage. Around the perimeter is the legend :- *
St Johns Lodge * Carncastle and in the
centre is the Lodge No 788. A later seal (
illustrated below ) includes the Open
Compasses, Level and Plumb line above the number 788 and the legend
“Carncastle Blue Masonic Lodge” , was used on the Lodge Minutes from
around the start of the First World War. To date, we have not found any of
the original Grand Encampment or Grand Assembly seals, although such
must have been in existence at one time.

Example of the Early
Twentieth Century seal
The ornate nature of the printed
certificate made out to William
McAulay in the 1860’s raises the
possibility that this Brother emigrated
to pastures new. This theory is given
credence by the existence of another
printed document – a Song, entitled –
“Farewell Masonic Song”. Unsigned, but printed by James McCalmont of
Larne, a Brother who was a frequent visitor to Cairncastle at that time. You
will all be relieved to learn that I do not intend to sing, but merely recite the
words as follows :Farewell to Cairncastle, the place I adore,
It grieves me to the heart to leave my native shore;

I intend to cross the raging seas bound for a foreign land,
May God above conduct me safe with his all-bounteous hand.
You Brethren of St John’s Lodge, I now bid you adieu,
My best respects and wishes I deposit all with you;
Be sure you keep the plumb in view, your eye upon the square,
Mind what you felt upon your breast and keep your secrets there.
To you my fellow- comrades, three times I bid adieu,
For many a jovial festive night that I have spent with you;
For when we chanced to raise an Arch, or fight a Jewish war;
Or when a man we authorised, to wear the Sun or Star.
You mitred heads, one tear I’ll shed, whene’re I part with you:
May you all be Priests of Righteousness, and keep your secrets true,
May you still walk with a single eye by the Laws within your code,
May heavenly bliss with happiness at last be your abode.
So charge your glasses to the brim and drink them to a man
And toast a heart unto the heart that keeps the great command,
And if perchance you drink a health unto your absent friends,
When once a year assembled here, and so I make an end.
Again Brethren, a very telling little song with references to St John’s Lodge,
the equipment used in Lodge, suggestions of the Royal Arch and Red Cross
workings and even mention of the Pillared Priests workings, which at one
time were common in Cairncastle. Indeed some of the old Pillared Priests
handwritten rituals are still preserved in the Provincial Grand Lodge
museum in Rosemary Street, Belfast.
Whilst on the topic of rituals, I would return, just for a moment to the
Minute Books of Cairncastle where we find a number of references to the
4th or Installed Master’s Degree been given to suitably qualified Brethren,
whether or not they ever served as Master of the Lodge. One name well
known to the Cairncastle Brethren of today is that of the late Rt Wor Bro
Campbell Tweed, and it may be of interest to record that an earlier Bro also
called Campbell Tweed received his first degree on the 27th March 1863. In
June 1863 the Minutes show that the Lodge was raised to the 4th or Past
Master’s Degree when the new Officers for the ensuing six months were
installed. Clearly there is an interesting story to tell on the history of the

Degrees and their use in Cairncastle, and we will enlarge on this aspect of
the paper, before it is finally printed in our Transactions.
Our meeting today, is in fact nothing out of the ordinary in Cairncastle, as
there is a long history of Masonic talks in the Hall and on the area. The
earliest such talk, as far as I can find took place in March 1864 when Wor
Bro James T. McCalmont PM of Royal Larne Lodge No 615 came out to
Cairncastle and gave a talk on Freemasonry showing its antiquity, object and
principles for the benefit of the Brethren present. Wor Bro John
Moneypenny, the WM of Cairncastle welcomed the lecturer and invited him
to take the podium, and our experienced speaker then proceeded to talk for
an hour and a half with frequent applause. The entire proceedings were then
summarised and published in the March 1864 volume of “The Larne
Monthly Visitor”.
In the Larne Reporter published on the 8th January 1887, we find
reference to the Installation of Lodge Officers. It may be of interest to record
what was actually being published in the local press about Freemasonry at
the end of the Nineteenth Century, and to that end I will read you just a few
extracts from the article concerned :At 4.0’ clock PM the Lodge was formally opened, and by request the
initiatory degree was conferred on a Candidate by Bro D. Dempsey PM.
The Lodge was then raised to the Third Degree, the Officers for the
ensuing year were named and other important business transacted; after
which an adjournment was proposed to allow the Members to attend a
concert on the Old Presbyterian Church, situate convenient to the Hall.
On re-assembling the newly elected Officers were duly Installed by Bro
Dempsey, P.M. whose valuable services to the Lodge as Lecturer and
Instructor were much prized.
Two communications from Bros Hector Dempsey and Samuel Crawford,
both then living in New Zealand, were read and the agreeable
announcement made that these Brethren had generously remembered
their Mother Lodge in Ireland by sending handsome contributions from
New Zealand to help defray the costs of repairing the Hall. It was
Proposed, Seconded and unanimously Passed that the best thanks of 788
be conveyed to Bros Dempsey and Crawford, under Lodge seal, for their
liberal help and willing sympathy on behalf of the Lodge in their native
Parish.

The Lodge having been closed, an ample supper was provided by the
Wardens and Deacons. Bro J Stewart, the new W.M. called upon Bro D.
Dempsey to occupy the Chair, when an interesting programme, consisting
of songs, readings recitations etc was very cleverly gone through by several
Members. The usual Masonic toasts were given and ably responded to
and instructive speeches were delivered by Bro Dempsey and others.
The meeting was brought to a close at a late hour by the singing of Auld
Lang Syne.
I’m sure most of you, in your way into the Lodge-room noticed the print of
Robbie Burns being made the Masonic Poet Lauriet of Edinburgh
Kilwinning Lodge No 2, Scottish Constitution. Indeed not a few of us have
visited that old Lodge-room, now home to The Royal Order of Scotland, and
stood in that very same spot as our famous long deceased Brither, so it is
rather fitting to read in that last press report on the use of Auld Lang Syne,
and indeed here in Cairncastle there is a second portrait of the Bard, hanging
out in the anti-room. More indication of those strong links across the North
Channel, which meant that for many years communication and
intervisitation with Scotland was so much easier than links up the road to
Belfast. You can see this quite clearly in the selection of the Scottish version
of the Senior Wardens jewel, so clearly visible in the stained glass in the
East, and indeed in the survival of several Scottish Masonic texts, still used
as prompts and background reading.

Senior Wardens jewel

I was surprised to find no names in the Grand Lodge “Roll of Honour” in
respect of Brethren serving in The Great War. However this may be because
so many of the Lodge Members were already serving in the Merchant Fleet,
or it may just have been a case of some paperwork being overlooked by an
otherwise busy Lodge Secretary. Indeed, such an incident is not totally
unknown, even in this computer age.
In 1928, Wor Bro Ambrose Armstrong, lighthouse keeper on Rathlin Island
came to the chair in Cairncastle and out in the foyer is an excellent
photograph of Wor Bro Ambrose and his officers for 1928. His son, also
called Ambrose is the serving Master in this the Bi-Centenary year of the
Lodge. Ambrose junior spent many years working abroad and is only now,
some seventy nine years later, following in his fathers footsteps. I’m sure
that you will all join with me in wishing him a busy and successful year in
office as Bi-Centenary Master of Cairncastle Lodge No 778.

Ambrose Armstrong jun with photo of his Father.

Brethren, our short run through the historic record cannot end until we make
reference to this fine Hall that we are meeting in today. This building was
built on ground presented to the Lodge by Wor Bro Samuel H Moore. the
Foundation stones were laid with due ceremony on the 7th September 1957
by Rt Wor Bro Major Rupert Stanley LL.D. Provincial Grand Master of
Antrim. He was to return on Saturday the 29th March 1958 to carry out the
ceremony of Dedication, assisted by other Provincial Grand Lodge officers.

External view of Cairncastle Lodgeroom.
It is interesting to note that in the chair on that occasion was Wor Bro
Samuel Hunter jun, the local spirit merchant, from the local inn next door.
Brethren, we have only touched briefly on the long history of this Lodge.
Time precludes mention of the neighbouring Lodges in Glenarm, Buckna,
Kilwaughter, Raloo and Larne. We had’nt time to learn about the Masonic
Ball held in Cairncastle old schoolroom on the 21st February 1919 nor did
we have time to pursue the old Masonic Cloak, alledgedly presented to the
nascent Provincial Grand Lodge collection of Wor Bro Sam Leighton. Time,
as always prevents us from investigating the links with the Larne navel base
and the presentation of the Box of Workings Tools to the Lodge by Brethren
there from.
I hope that you found the fore going of some interest, and I would thank the
Wor Master, Officers and Members of Cairncastle for their help, support and

encouragement in researching and preparing this paper. Sadly I never did
find copies of the earlier paper under preparation by Bro Alex Stewart in
1933. As always, it has been a pleasure and a privilege to spend some time
along the way in the company of this fine old Lodge.

Officers & Members of Cairncastle 788.
And, finally, finally it would be very remiss of me not to formally thank the
Rev Roger Thompson, Rector of St Patrick’s and his select vestry for
opening their lovely little Church and allowing us all the opportunity to view
the magnificent stained glass located therein. We are particularly indebted to
Mr Bill Rainey, from the Church, who gave up his Saturday morning to
facilitate our visit. Of particular interest is the Spanish Chestnut, which,
tradition holds, grew from seed in the pockets of an Armada seaman, who
had been drowned, and washed in to shore at Ballygally. The tree, is all that
now remains of this poor Spanish sailor.

The Spanish Chestnut at Cairncastle.

Sundry photos from visit to Cairncastle

