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Thomas Johnson Westropp MRIA  
(1860–1922) 

  
Thomas Johnson Westropp was born into a well-off family in 

Attyflin, Co. Limerick. He was educated at Trinity College Dublin, 

where he took degrees in engineering and arts.  

 

Westropp's work as an engineer and surveyor took him to many 

parts of the country, and this in turn led him to devote more and 

more time to his interest in the antiquities of Ireland. His 

professional background in engineering resulted in publications 

noteworthy for their meticulous detail, recording all aspects of 

the archaeological remains he came across in the course of his 

work.  

 

Westropp was elected a member of the Royal Society of 

Antiquaries of Ireland in 1886 and became a fellow in 1893. 

  

By the time of the Clare Island survey, Westropp had completed 

major archaeological surveys of the west of Ireland and the 

offshore islands. During his lifetime, he published over one 

hundred articles, mainly on the churches and field monuments and 

castles in counties Clare and Limerick .  

 

Apart from being a Freemason and Past Master of Lodge No. 143, 

Dublin Westropp had a lifelong connection with the Royal Irish 

Academy. 
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